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By Charlie Staunton

Human beings are story tellers. The idea of story is in everything we use, see and do every single

bus; to the films we watch in the cinema or the cartoons on TV; to the music that we sing along with
in the car or in the shower. Each and every single one of these can be traced back to a human with

variety of the human species is fantastically different and wonderful as you travel around this big

people to people, culture to culture. At the core of this variation is the thing that connects all of us;

the desire o communicate and share our lived experiences with others.

the basis of the 31,000 words project (a reference to the 31,000 words in Shakespeare

Hip Hop. 50 years since August 11th 1973 and DJ Kool Herc s immortalised cutting & mixing of the
percussion break down of a James Brown record, signalling the birth of Hip Hop.

These two artistic styles are what we are going to use as the creative stimulus for the 31,000 words
project. Over the next 6 weeks we are going to learn about Shakespeare and Hip Hop, both their


https://youtu.be/_ySJkJ1awz4
https://youtu.be/_ySJkJ1awz4
https://shakespearenorthplayhouse.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/LearningandEngagement/EeD0Bxt_J-lCtGYUv3sRUPQB-9mha_knoUkebqmPpFnFMA?e=TNkVig

& Shakespeare
s been a victim of bad marketing.

Who was his audience?

Noting down the answers that the students give at this point makes it useful to point out that

people will respond with answers such as,
‘He was rich and powerful and awfully civilized and well-JJjj

4

I b further from the truth. Shakespeare didn t attend university at all!
is seemingly uneducated couldn |

genius level.

When it comes to the historical context of the time that he was living in, it is important not to forget

included the actors who would be performing the plays and poems! Some of the time they learnt
their lines by ear, meaning they had to hear them out loud and then memorize them! Historians are

the author, and then copying out their own parts, still, it's likely that young apprentice actors may

keep their jobs.

contributing to 39 plays, 154 sonnets (which are a type of poem), several long narrative poems
and a few other verses.

Please download the file for


https://shakespearenorthplayhouse.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/LearningandEngagement/ERlnZqoYWCNFic9ObZdPOc4B0_Rg74WQvJb90utFVFek-g?e=TiVuwQ

Shakespeare was the people I
peope - |

t too wild to think that if he

L

and interesting way. You can find the books in any good library or booksellers or you can

rrible Histories might know a bit better. If you re not a fan of Horrible

We all learnt the rhyme about Henry VIII's wives without ever having any serious discussion of
what it must have been like for women to live in a society so sexist and unjust that a man had
the power of life and death over his wife. These were incredibly brutal and unjust times (not that

years away from being invented.

Shakespeare was writing stories for
ordinary people, as well as for royalty and

ut

I

Shakespeare was a master of remixing the

is a trait that can also be found in the genre



What is Hip Hop?

Can you name any Hip Hop artists?

Here are a couple of our featured artists talking about

I

Hip Hop is the latest manifestation of an unbroken

The Griot was a troubadour equivalent to the

were a living archive of the people s traditions and their talents commanded universal admiration.

Speech was believed to have power in its capacity to recreate history and relationships, very much like
the stories told by Shakespeare.

As people were transported - ||| EGTKNKGNGNGEGEGEGE

culture with them. These oral story telling and musical traditions evolved into gospel, blues, jazz, funk
and reggae, and from these came Hip Hop.

The term Hip Hop itself comes from two places. The word *  * |G v’ which is

from the Wolof Language spoken in Western Africa and it means ‘to open ones eyes and seejJfhe
term’ '

The pioneers of Hip Hop music and culture began building the movement on the foundations of these
traditions, fully aware of the heritage and using it to construct the five elements of Hip Hop which are:

MCing

Knowledge


https://youtu.be/ldBkMTzBk44
https://youtu.be/yzD1ci5J3eQ

DJ Kool Herc &

DJ Kool Herc is considered to be the
founding father of Hip Hop. He moved
from Jamaica to the Bronx with his

his sister called the ‘| G

Avenue. This historical party is
recognised for launching the Hip Hop
movement.

! ’ technique for DJing. This is a mixing practice that he adapted from Jamaican Dub

music. Kool Herc liked to play funk, soul, and other genres with percussive sections. He would use
a pair of turntables and would play two copies of the same record and then switch between them
to extend the percussion section. This percussion section was know as the break. It was the section

‘The Merry-Go-Round

parties afterward, La Rock had no stage name and performed out of sight from the audience, so no

one knew who was doing the rapping. His original raps were shout-outs to his friends before the

La Rock's raps were always purely improvisational, unlike those of later 70s-era rap groups who
wrote down and rehearsed their lyrics, such as La Rock's



https://hip-hop-music.fandom.com/wiki/Grandmaster_Flash_and_the_Furious_Five

known as The Godfather. Bambaataa was a pioneering DJ and music producer who organised

Universal Zulu Nation, a music-
oriented organisation that encourages peace and unity through the expressions of Hip Hop culture.

Bambaataa categorised these forms of expression as the four elements || G
Zulu Nation continues to spread Hip Hop culture throughout the world.
one of the most

electronic sound by sampling Kraftwerk and using the Roland TR-|

helped popularize the TR-808, which became a staple of Hip Hop music.







DJing and
Early Music Technology

The early 1980s was a vital turning point for Hip Hop and music production. Synthesizers,
s iconic TR-808 drum

now program original drum patterns. The TR-
powerful bass drum sound.

-mu SP-1200, and the Akai MPC60. They used these samplers to piece together
breaks in songs rather than using turntables. Samplers also allowed producers to perform,
rearrange sections, sequence arrangements, edit, and mix music in new ways. These production

arrangements and adding effects.

create new sounds and effects. The most influential turntable was the Technics SL-1200 due to its
strong motor, durability, and fidelity.







Breaking

Breakini is a sile of street dance that oriiinated amoni Black iouths in New York Cii durini the

break of the tracks he was playing would come in. The ‘break

The break section of the song was where people danced the most. They would save their best
dance moves for the break. They would form dancer circles & show off and this is where the term
oys and b-girls which

is short for break bois and break iirls. Over time, breaking evolved and became a global

I breakdance

is frequently used to refer to the dance, -JJij ond
maijority of the pioneers and most notable practitioners prefer these original terms.

regions such as South Korea, United
Kingdom, Germany, France, Russia, and

-boying
consists of four kinds of movement:

freezes. B-

for much wider varieties of music along
certain ranges of tempo and beat patterns.



what counts as public space, and what counts as property, just as emceeing/DJing challenges what
-boying challenges what counts as dance.

kind of positive mainstream recognition afforded to rappers, DJ's, and dancers. Some professionals

Graffiti has a long and proud history. The subculture surrounding graffiti has existed for several
decades, and it's still going strong. The graffiti artists (or "writers" as they prefer to call themselves)
-oriented, and socially conscious in ways that profoundly

What these kids did, however, was to find a
way to express themselves creatively in a
society that told them that they didn't have the
talent or drive. They came from ghettos that
many said were devoid of culture. Graffiti and
Hip Hop in general proved the world wrong.

something beautiful that required skill and



https://shakespearenorthplayhouse.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/LearningandEngagement/EQSS3eY3xwNPsLZhFXnqQZAB0gyqLOc-mBHJObcOXB6hiQ?e=iOS3Ft
https://shakespearenorthplayhouse.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/LearningandEngagement/EQSS3eY3xwNPsLZhFXnqQZAB0gyqLOc-mBHJObcOXB6hiQ?e=iOS3Ft

Knowledge

or Knowledge of Self

Afrika Bambaataa was massive in putting this concept of knowledge into word and action. It

about identity and ways to express identity. ‘
where YOU are goiny

Supreme.

Hip Hop believes that people can take control of their lives through self knowledge and self

expression, engaging the world with their histoi, values and ideas and adding intellectual muscle

Afrika Bambaataa was originally a gang leader who underwent a transformation that led to him

founding the Hip Hop organisation Universal Zulu Nation. Their motto is ‘|| NG

4




- Guiz

1. The 31000 words project involves which two artistic subjects? Hip Hop and Shakespeare.
2. ’s first folio was published? 400

What is the First Folio? |||

5.  Where did Hip Hop start? At a party in the Bronx in New York City

6. N | Kool Herc

7. He played two of the same record and skipped between

Who was Shakesieore writini for? Evei dai ieoile and the nobility and royalty, part of his
B Most ieoile in Shokesreare’s time were illiterate. What does this mean? It means they

Il Did Shakespeare go to university? No

11. How many plays is he credited with? At least 36. Some say 38/39 but 36 are in the First

I How many sonnets? 154
I What is a sonnet? A type of poem

I What does the term Hip Hop define as? Hip means to open ones eyes, hop means to move,

I What are the five elements of Hip Hop? DJing, MCing, Breaking, Graffiti and Knowledge
16. DJ Kool Herc, Coke La Rock,

17.
Hip Hop?
I  Planet Rockl]

Afrika Bambaataa

20. ‘Peace, Love, Unity and Having Fun



Lesson Two

and fundamental teachings of the founding fathers of Hip Hop, what Hip Hop means and what its
is about storytelling, expression and sharing truths and creations. We have said that Hip Hop and

delve deeper into comparisons between the two art forms. We will be looking at the similarities in

lambic Pentameter

In a line of poetry, an ‘iamb " |

Or another way to think of it is a short syllable followed by a long syllable. For example, delIGHT,

heartbeat by using body percussion (stamping feet,

examples.

Putting these two terms together, iambic pentameter is a line
of poetic writing that consists of ten syllables in a specific



lambic pentameter is a basic rhythm that

used frequently, in verse, poetry and even pop songs today. It
was popularised by Elizabethan and Jacobean dramatists like Shakespeare. For playwrights, using
iambic pentameter allows them to imitate everyday speech in verse.

structure, while still allowing the text to flow like everyday speech.

language.
day speech, and he no doubt wanted to imitate every day speech in his plays to make his
characters sound more human. Although he is famous for his plays now, in his own time he kept

Shakespeare primarily used iambic pentameter when writing sonnets. Below is one of
Shakespeare s most famous sonnets, number 18. Read this aloud as a class and consider the

Shall | compare thee to a summer]j

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

And summer’
Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm’[Jjj
And every fair from fair sometime declines,

’s changing course untrimm{iii}
But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest;

Bt in his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou growest:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,



Lesson Two

When it comes to Hip Hop, one of the five elements, and perhaps the element mostly recognisable as
Hip Hop, is rap. Some people say that rap stands as an acronym for rhythm and poetry. The word
rap actually means striking a hard surface with a series of rapid audible blows to get attention, so
while rhythm and poetry is a good description, the word comes from rapping of quick loud blows.

There is an undeniable logic behind the rhythm and poetry descriiﬁon. As raiiini is deliverini a

s use of iambic pentameter and the use of rap and
flow in Hip Hop? They both use a delivery punctuated with stressed and unstressed syllables to create

To further demonstrate this overlap, see how easy it is to adapt iambic pentameter to different beats.

Here is a video of Akala of The Hii Hoi Shakespeare Company rapping Shakespeare || N

picture):

Give it a go for yourselves. Here are
some examples of different beats. Try
and read Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18 to
different ones.

Now that iou ve had a io at usini Shakesieare over Hii Hoi beats, we are going to try and write

Individually, you must write four lines that introduce yourself and tell everyone a bit about you.
_ syllables |

Then, when iou have your four lines, share them with the class or in groups, or with the person


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bmjsciDKHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vm3jTrEVjbs&list=PLVpV988dHmD37rX5q0O3d3QQwDTjap8zH&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzgnCxMJyNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ui2AOm4o0hY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yR18LSuGeyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_31_UDs7Iac

Lesson Three

So we ve learnt about Shakespeare and Hip Hop and how the two intersect and we ve touched

The top two teams for each word come to the front - ||| GGG

Each team has to make up a sentence and put the rhyming word at the end

3 seconds grace period for hesitation
No repetition

Counted off by audience if they hesitate or repeat - — if they can t think of something

Caliban, Ariel etc

Once you have chosen your character, you have five minutes to write four lines of iambic pen-
tameter, introducing yourself as your character as if you were facing off in a rap battle.

I - st four lines.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3w2MTXBebg

Lesson Four

Group Activity 2 — Group Poem Chocolate

Help them to write a chorus about chocolate then each member of the team or in 2/3/different

Share poems with each other
This activity prepares them for the final creative response.

Groups are now Hip Hop collectives. Think of a name for your group inspired by characters from

You are going to be dropping your first single of Shakespeare-
launch is going to be the final lesson of this project.

What you will be working on is the single itself, so this is going to involve writing a Hip Hop song.
OR it could be that you are turning one of Shakespeare's plays into a Hip Hop musical - give us the

OR tell your own story taking on board Shakespearean and Hip Hop elements to create a freestyle

Shakespeare references -

specific plays or sonnets

Hip Hop references/influences

Personal touches

lambic Pentameter - although feel free to experiment with flow



Lesson Four

You should work together to write and devise your performance. Structure it in the same way
as you did for the chocolate rap/poem. Have a chorus or hook -
line or melodic phrase used to catch the listener s ear and make a song engaging. It s attention-

Here are some examples of how Shakespeare and Hip Hop can be interpreted together and
combined:

Useful websites for writing, rap structure and beats/instrumentals:


https://youtu.be/4xbdszMKOzk
https://youtu.be/RhVKHCkx5Hk
https://youtu.be/3x2ObYm-Be4
http://www.rhymezone.com
http://www.thesaurus.com
http://www.flocabulary.com
http://www.dictionary.com
http://www.petelevin.com/shakespeare
http://www.shakespeareswords.com
https://www.20dollarbeats.com/freebeats/freebeats.php

continuing to write and devise our final performance in our groups.

I o el

ballet of Swan Lake or an actor in a Shakespeare play or in a movie, in order to effectively [l

I < nccd to utilize

Movement - |G (v ched, upright, limping, energetic...

Gesture -
your always does, e.g. wrings their hands to show tension.
Facial expressions —
down-turned mouth).

- You may decide that your character always avoids
contact with others to show they are uncomfortable.
- You could decide
that your character always speaks intensely or whispers. Tone (angry, pleasant, nervous).

- - <tcin charisma and charm that a theatre actor or

I
-

- every character or performance needs to be given energy. Telling a story is

transactional and you are trying to translate that energy to the audience by giving it energy.

Exercises and Performance Games

We are going to undertake some exercises and performance games in order to practice and develop

Warm Up

The warmui is vei imiortant and should be done in some way shape or form before every



Our bodies and our voice. We need to focus our minds too.
1,2,3 Game

Moving around the space.

When | say 2 -

Stop when | say STOP
Go when | say GO

Do this for a few rounds. Faster, slower, swap the meanings of different numbers around. Stop

L. silly Shakespeare Shabbily Shook his Sodden Shoes/ Happy Hippy Hoppers
Hesitation Hardly Helps Hospitalised Hippos
o Scales
. Hums

e  Vocal Fry




Performance Games - [}

Reactions

3. A player from the circle comes into the middle and gives the centre player some news to react

)

[l The centre player then gives a reaction to the news and takes an opportunity to exit the stage.

and then another player jumps in with different news.

It starts getting players comfortable with saying the first thing that comes to

The walker is simply to walk about the space, the follower is to follow.

el

what

‘Why are you following me?’

creates a more interesting drama that way , and allows a relationship to develop. Nonsense






Sit the group down in a circle.

Everyone takes off a shoe and holds it in the air.

- beot - players need to pass the shoe

to their right and collect one from their left. The exercise is made more fun if on the other
—the’ ' -

Benefits of the game: Teamwork, sense of rhythm, playfulness, physical coordination.





https://shakespearenorthplayhouse.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/LearningandEngagement/Ei7OW2KHAq1IqDOaBCdgv2EB8v3h5d096EiT0BYGVzkj6Q?e=Epgy8A

Lesson One Plan

Shakespeare

Resources:

Content / Activities (1 hour)

Learning Outcomes

minutes
o  Learning about Shakespeare.
o  Using the PDF resource and accompanying videos, begin with a

o  After the discussion, continue with reading the PDF resource.

o  Final discussion to see how the perceptions might have changed.

Development (20 minutes)

o  Learning about Hip Hop.

o  After the discussion continue with reading the PDF resource.

changed.

Plenary (10 mins)
Using the 31000 Words Lesson One Hip Hop Shakespeare Quiz on the

Obijectives:
o  To challenge stereotypes of Hip Hop and Shakespeare.
To introduce the parallels between Hip Hop and Shakespeare.

To begin thinking about how to combine Hip Hop and Shakespeare for a creative output.

Shakespeare’s origins
and the historical
context of the time he
was writing.

e  Learn about Hip
Hop's origins.

. Learn about the
Hip Hop.
. Learn about the

and why we have

elements of Hip Hop.

SEN Pupils / Provision

visual and auditory stimuli; colour overlays.







Shakespeare

Resources: 31000 words resource PDF to read or show video, Sonnet 18 sh

eets, pens, paper.

Content / Activities (1 hour)

Learning Outcomes

Recap the information that we learnt in Lesson One asking questions to the students to ascertain retention

of knowledge.

minutes

. Using the PDF resource and accompanying videos to inform the students of

e Waich the video of Akala rapping Sonnet 18 to different beats

Development (20 minutes)

. Writing in lambic Pentameter

. Give the students time to write their four lines of lambic Pentameter about

Give an example four lines of lambic Pentameter either using the

|

Plenary (10 mins)

. To gain knowledge of different beats

Cement knowledge of

Understand and
demonstrate the

Learn about different
beats

SEN Pupils / Provision




By William Shakespeare

- LU%

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

And summer’

By chance or naturel] |

Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest;

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,



Lesson Three Plan

Shakespeare

Resources: 31000 words resource PDF to read or show video, pens, paper.

Content / Activities (1 hour)

Learning Outcomes

minutes

o  Rhyme Battle Challenge

o  Give them a word and give them five minutes to think of as many
rhymes as they can

Development (20 minutes)

. Introduce the concept of a rap battle by playing the video and introducing
the task outlined in the resource

. Give the students 10 minutes to write their four lines of lambic Pentameter

. Give an example four lines of IP either written by you or using the vidceo

. Partner the students and give them ten minutes to write responses

Cement knowled

Understand and
demonstrate the

Develop

Shakespearean
character knowledge
by writing from their
perspective

Plenary (10 mins)

Obijectives:

. To write four lines of lambic Pentameter about characters

o  To participate in a Shakespearean Rap Battle

SEN Pupils / Provision

visual and auditory stimuli; colour overlays

PlNl

ge of

l.«ﬂ@hﬂh




Resources: 31000 words resource PDF to read or show video, pens, paper.

Shakespeare

Content / Activities (1 hour) Learning Outcomes

Recap information from previous lessons and ask questions to test knowledge

minutes i

. Chocolate Group Poem of Hii Hoi and

- I . Develop writing skill

. by writing a group
I poem

. o  Develop teamworking

write verses which can be recited individually in subj}
whole group. Repeat the chorus in the middle and/or at the end.

. Share work with each other

Development (20 minutes) serformance skills by

.  .Introduction to the final project
. Introduce the task as outlined in the PDF resource . Develop research
. Give the students time to go away and discuss/research in their skills and build on
groups knowledge to la
Plenary (10 mins) -
«  Ask the students to come back together and share a few of their ideas
at this point
Obijectives:
o  To recap info from previous lessons

To practice rapping to a beat using lambic Pentameter

SEN Pupils / Provision
Target questioning; circulating to assist individuals;
peer support; mixture of individual and groupwork;

visual and auditory stimuli; colour overlays




Lesson Five Plan

Shakespeare

Resources:

Content / Activities (1 hour)

Learning Outcomes

Briefly recap information from previous lessons and ask questions to test knowledge

minutes

. Performance Skills

Development (20 minutes)

warm ups/starters for later lessons that are purely for devising/
rehearsal

Plenary (10 mins)

«  Ask the students to come back together and share a few of their ideas

at this point

by identifying different

by working together to
research and devise group
project

performance skills and
build on knowledge

Develop knowledge and
skills for warming up
effectively, performance

iomes and why they are

Obijectives:

o  To recap info from previous lessons

o  To learn about performance skills and how best to use them
«  To learn about the importance of warming up

o  To learn warm up and performance games to enhance work

o  To continue to develop the final group project

SEN Pupils / Provision

visual and auditory stimuli; colour overlays







