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WHAT IS ORIGIN8?
ORIGIN8 2026-2027 Launch

HAVE AN EXCITING IDEA, A NEW PROJECT, OR A SHOW
YOU’D LOVE TO DEVELOP? LOOKING FOR TIME, SPACE, AND

SUPPORT TO HELP BRING YOUR WORK TO LIFE? 



ORIGIN8?
Providing tailored guidance, development
opportunities and practical support to help
transform ideas into the next stage of their life. 
Whether you’re nurturing the seed of a new idea,
developing an existing project, preparing for
funding applications, or looking for support to
take your work further, we’d love to hear from you. 

TELL ME MORE!
ORIGIN8 SUPPORTS ARTISTS AND COMPANIES AT
DIFFERENT STAGES OF THEIR CREATIVE JOURNEY ORIGIN8 OFFERS SUPPORT

IN THREE STAGESTHESE ARE ALL TAILORED

SPECIFICALLY FOR EACH

ARTIST AND COMPANY WE

WORK WITH DEPENDING ON

THEIR NEEDS! 

GENER8 – DEVELOPING IDEAS 

INCUB8 – SPACE TO CREATE 

 CELEBR8 – SHARE YOUR WORK 



GENER8 - DEVELOPING IDEAS
Begin your journey with mentoring conversations alongside our producing team. We’ll
explore your creative ideas, ambitions and next steps, while offering guidance around
production planning, audiences, timelines and developing your project. 

Receive in-kind Research & Development space at Shakespeare North Playhouse, giving
you dedicated time to explore, experiment and develop your work in a supportive
environment. We understand artists have different commitments, so we offer flexible
scheduling where possible. 

Share your R&D process with an invited audience and receive valuable feedback to help
shape the future development of your project. You’ll also have the opportunity to reflect
on your journey, discuss next steps and celebrate your achievements. 

INCUB8 – SPACE TO CREATE 

CELEBR8 – SHARE YOUR WORK 



FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF THE
PROGRAMME, ARTISTS AND COMPANIES

BECOME PART OF THE ORIGIN8 ALUMNI
COMMUNITY, WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY

CONNECTED AND CONTINUE ENGAGING
WITH OUR CREATIVE NETWORK. 

 
📅 APPLICATIONS OPEN: 30TH SEPTEMBER 2026 

 



THIS ORIGIN8 2026 APPLICATION
PROCESS IS DESIGNED TO BE
ACCESSIBLE, CREATIVE, AND REFLECTIVE
OF ARTISTIC PRACTICE FROM THE VERY
FIRST POINT OF ENTRY. 
Rather than relying solely on written applications, this
process enables artists to introduce themselves and
their work through multiple formats, recognizing
different ways of communicating ideas and creative
intent whilst building a relationship with shakespeare
from the jump! 
HOW DO WE START BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THESE ARTISTS BEFORE
THEY EVEN APPLY? HOW DO WE ENSURE ARTISTS ARE ABLE TO PUT THEIR
BEST APPLICTION FORWARD?



APPLICATIONS OPEN
30  SEPTEMBER TH

HOW DO I APPLY?



TWO PART
APPLICATIONS

A Short application form with
relevant questions that can

alternatively be answered via video
  

A Creative video introducing
themselves and the project they wish

to explore through ORIGIN8 (Or
alternatively a pitch pack) 

applications open up!

AND
applicants submit:



VIDEO SUBMISSION
Rather than asking for a traditional written pitch, we’d love to get to know you and your work
through a short creative video that reflects your artistic voice, style and way of thinking. This
is your opportunity to show us who you are as an artist and give us a glimpse into the world you
want to create. We’re not looking for a polished production or a formal presentation , we’re
interested in your ideas, your imagination and what makes your creative practice unique. 

Your video could include: 
✨ An introduction to yourself and your creative practice 
✨ The idea or project you’d like to develop 
✨ Images, sketches, writing, sound, movement or creative experiments 
✨ A glimpse into your process or the world you’re building 
✨ What inspires you about this project 
There are no rules around format or style. You might choose to speak to camera, create
something visual, perform, experiment with sound, or share your ideas in a way that feels
authentic to you. 
We want to see your individuality and get a sense of the artist behind the idea. 
Most importantly, make it feel like you and your style of artistic practice.

(2 MINS)



SHORTLISTED
APPLICANTS

pitch & interview
Shortlisted applicants are invited to

Shakespeare North .



 FORMAT 10 min Creative Pitch

performance 
presentation 
visual material 
discussion 
multimedia 

20-minute interview 
A relaxed conversation exploring: 

the proposed R&D 
artistic ambitions 
support needs 
how ORIGIN8 can help move the project forward 

applicants present their project in a way that
reflects their practice. This could include: 

alternatively due to access, if
applicants are not confident

doing a pitch they can submit a
pitch deck with relevant

information 
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